
Household Hazardous Waste Facility   
& Clean Shop Program 
At a Glance 

Clean Shop Program 
WLSSD’s Clean Shop program 
provides fee-based hazardous 
waste disposal services to 
businesses and other 
organizations under the Very Small Quantity Generator (VSQG) 
designation. To qualify as a VSQG, organizations must 
generate a maximum of 220 lbs. (or 22 gallons) of hazardous 
waste each month. WLSSD HHW staff also provides technical 
assistance upon request for any organizations in the region, 
regardless of generator status.   

An overview 
WLSSD has operated household hazardous waste collection 
programs since 1984, with its permanent facility opening in 
January 1994. Today, about 18,000 customers visit the facility 
each year.  WLSSD also partners with 7 surrounding counties 
to provide household and business hazardous waste mobile 
collection and disposal services in areas where collection is 
otherwise unavailable.   

WLSSD’s HHW facility offers free, drive-through convenience 
to make proper disposal easy for residents. Counter service is 
also available inside the facility.   

WLSSD’s hazardous waste programs keep thousands of pounds of paint, mercury and other potentially toxic 
products out of our waters and landfills each year.  Safe and useable products are made available, free-of-
charge, in the Product Reuse Center. Other waste is processed for shipping to off-site disposal and recycling 
facilities.  
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Fast Facts: 
** all data from 2016 facility reports 

 

 WLSSD’s HHW Facility served more than 20,000 residents  

  - 14,000 for hazardous waste disposal;  
  - 6,000 visitors to the Product Reuse Center 
 

 Staff processed 12,000 gallons of latex paint & 4,000 gallons of oil based paint for recycling or 

reuse. Used paint may be reprocessed into new paint, used in manufacturing of cement products, 
or have alternative uses like landfill daily cover.  Oil based paints may be burned as fuel. 

 

 WLSSD’s HHW Facility is a processing center. Waste is evaluated and items that cannot be offered 

for reuse on the shelves of the Product Reuse Center are packed for recycling or disposal.  
 

 WLSSD Hazardous Waste technicians are certified in hazardous waste management by the 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and have earned bachelor’s degrees in a variety of sciences. 
   

 Hazardous products typically require a lot of energy and raw materials to manufacture and 

distribute. WLSSD recommends that people avoid waste by buying only what is needed. Using 
leftover products for their original purpose is the best use of the energy required to produce it.  

 

 Hazardous Waste disposal vendors market materials for reuse or bring to specialized disposal 

facilities. Many hazardous wastes from the upper Midwest are ultimately disposed of at a high-
temperature incinerator in in Sauget, Illinois, near St. Louis, Missouri.   

 

 The Product Reuse Center provided users with nearly 65,000 lbs of free material and 14,000 

gallons of paint in 2016  
 

 Snapshot of some products recycled in 2016: 

  - 37,000 fluorescent lamps  
  - 7,300 rechargeable batteries 
  - 13,000 gallons of used oil 

Materials Accepted at the WLSSD 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility: 
 Paints and paint 

related products 

 Acids & bases 

 Antifreeze 

 Automotive fluids 

 Fire extinguishers 

 Fluorescent lamps 

 Rechargeable 

batteries 

 Medical sharps 

 Used oil & filters 

 Pesticides 


