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WLSSD Scanlon Interceptor  

Fiberglass Pipe Rehabilitation Project 

Cured-in-place Pipe 
 

Cured-in-place pipe (CIPP) is a 
method used to rehabilitate and 
repair existing pipes.  
 

This seamless pipe-within-a-pipe is 
inserted at access points (like 
manholes) and requires little to no 
excavation. A resin-soaked liner is 
inserted into the existing pipe and 
hot water or steam is used to cure 
the resin to form a tight-fitting, 
corrosion-resistant replacement 
pipe. 

Project Details: 

 
In May 2018, WLSSD will begin a project to repair and rehabilitate nearly a mile (4,767 
feet) of its Scanlon Interceptor pipeline between Sorila Road and Old Highway 61 along 
Highway 61 in Thomson Township. This $3.2 million project will increase the longevity 
of the pipeline and ensure reliable sewer service into the future (project area shown on 
map below).  
 
To rehabilitate the 42-inch pipe, WLSSD will primarily use cured-in-place pipe (a lining 
on the inside of the existing pipe). Some excavation will occur in the Hwy 61 median 
where a temporary pipeline will be placed to maintain sewer service throughout the 
project.  
 
Work on this project will by complete by September 1, 2018.   
 
Why rehabilitation is needed:  

 In May 2017, a portion of the large pipeline in this area collapsed. WLSSD 
contractors repaired the break and just over 500 feet of adjacent pipeline.   

 This repair revealed similar conditions in the portion of pipe that will be rehabilitated  
this year.   

 The 42-inch fiberglass pipeline was originally constructed in 2002.    

 This section of the pipe must be repaired to ensure reliable sewer service and 
prevent future emergencies.   

Project Background: 
WLSSD’s Scanlon Interceptor pipeline carries wastewater 
from an East Hwy 61 location in Thomson Township, to 
WLSSD’s pump station near the Duluth Zoo.  
 

This map shows the project area highlighted in yellow. 
WLSSD will use CIPP lining to repair nearly a mile of 
pipeline.  
 

Work to repair this pipeline will be completed by 
September 2018.    
 

Contractors will install a temporary pipeline to carry 
sewage past the project work area and avoid sewer 
service interruption.   
 

Please see other side for traffic and road changes during 
construction. 



Questions?  

Dianne Mathews, WLSSD Project Engineer                                    218.740.4772   

Karen Anderson, WLSSD Director of Community Relations        218.740.4776 

Willie Grams, Michels Pipe Services, (WLSSD Contractor)          920-392-4589 

Commonly asked questions... 
 

What kind of construction activities will occur during the project? 
 WLSSD’s contractor will set up a temporary pipeline to continue wastewater service 

throughout the project.  The temporary pipeline runs in the right-of-way along the 

median of Highway 61 and along the side of Old Highway 61.  Excavation will be 

required to install the pipeline.  

 Contractor vehicles, heavy equipment, trucks and trailers will be present routinely 

through September 2018. 

 The pipeline will be rehabilitated with a special liner. A tower will be set up to install 

the new liner in locations where it will be inserted into the existing pipe. The tower 

and associated equipment will be at each of these locations for about 2 days, so the 

liner can cure and contractors can re-establish flow to the pipe.  

 Residents and visitors are asked to be aware of construction activities and exercise 

caution near the sites.  Please do not enter the construction area.   
 

How will the construction affect the surrounding area?  
 

Road/Traffic Changes 

 Most work will occur along the median of Hwy 61 

and will be marked with signage. One lane of traffic 

will be closed during the project for construction 

activities and to allow safe access for workers and 

equipment. Minimal delays are expected.   

 The U-turn median crossing at the intersection of 

Larson and Erickson Roads will remain open 

throughout the project. All other U-turn median 

crossings in the project area will be closed during  

the project. (see map, to the right) 

 The temporary pipeline must cross Hwy 61 and Old 

Hwy 61. The contractor will install the pipeline 

beneath the road surface in order to minimize traffic 

disruptions and impact to the highway. 

 Access along Old Highway 61 will be temporarily 

detoured for one day at the start of the project to 

install the temporary pipeline and for one day at the 

end of the project to remove the temporary pipeline.  

 The pipeline will cross one driveway and access will 

be limited to that property only during installation 

and removal of the temporary piping. WLSSD will 

notify owners of property affected by the closure in 

advance. Other driveways should not be affected.  
 

Odors 

 While WLSSD contractors will make every attempt to reduce the amount of odor that escapes the pipe, there will be periods where 

odor is present. These areas will be located where the temporary piping is connected to the permanent pipe. Steps will be taken to limit 

the odor as much as possible. 

Photo shows cured-in-place pipe liner installation.  

WLSSD’s Scanlon Interceptor Fiberglass Rehabilitation Project 
is a $3.2 million project to ensure the reliability of the Scanlon Interceptor into the future,  

and dramatically reducing the risks of untreated sewage polluting natural waterways, as a result of pipeline failures.   
 

 Funding for this project is provided through a loan from Minnesota’s Public Facilities Authority, made possible through the 

Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF). CWSRF funds are provided through federal legislation, and passed on to 

states by the U.S. EPA to fund wastewater infrastructure projects.     

Intersection of Larson and Erickson Roads remains open during construction. 


