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Listen, your backyard compost pile or 

bin will very likely freeze and cease 

composting this winter. We want you to 

know this now (especially if you are a new 

composter), with ample time to feel all 

your feels. 

Breathe in this reality, and let your mind, 

body, and soul embrace this truth. You 

aren’t doing anything wrong, o’ sweet soil 

builder. It simply is. Love yourself. Love 

your pile. Do not suffer from unrealistic 

expectations!

While our radical acceptance is a bit 

playful, we mean it. Home composting is 

a fantastic way to use vegetative kitchen 

scraps and yard waste, keeping organic 

matter out of the landfill while making a 

valuable soil amendment. But it can be 

a bit discouraging to lose 4-5 months of 

composting time to Old Man Winter. 

Composting microbes generate heat as 

they chow down on organic materials, but 

small piles are no match for our sustained 

below-freezing temperatures.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

maintains a great website for basic home 

composting instruction and recommend 

a pile size of 5’ x 5’ x 5’ to prevent 

freezing in the core of the pile. The hitch? 

Smaller piles may be more desirable for 

many reasons including available space, 

neighborhood aesthetics, pest control, and 

more. Always check your city or town solid 

waste ordinances to ensure you know the 

rules. 

Once small-pile owners have gently 

released any expectations for year-round 

composting, know it is possible to continue 

to collect material in the winter months 

and ready the 
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Food Scrap Recycling

Continued on page 3 



 

Imagine a Day without Water is 

a national awareness campaign 

about the value of water to our daily 

lives. The effort is championed by 

the US Water Alliance, a national 

nonprofit whose members include 

public utilities, public figures, private 

companies, policy organizations, 

community nonprofits, and 

labor unions. Water is essential, 
invaluable, and needs investment.

To celebrate Imagine a Day without 

Water, and to also recognize the 

50th Anniversary of the passage 

of the Clean Water Act in October 

1972, WLSSD is hosting a public open 

house Tuesday, October 18, 5:00 
– 7:30 p.m. featuring wastewater 

treatment plant tours (reservation 

required), interactive games, 

displays for all ages, and light 

snacks and refreshments.

This event is free and open to the 
public. Tour reservations will open 

in early October. Check wlssd.com 

and follow us on Facebook for event 

updates.
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Sixth Graders 
Set Sail 

Local students were back on the 

Quest in 2022! The St. Louis River 

Quest, that is!  River Quest is an 

annual event that provides hands-on 

learning experiences for 6th graders 

in our region ‘to enhance awareness 

and understanding of the St. Louis 

River’.  After an in-person pause during 

the pandemic, area businesses and 

organizations were excited to get back 

“on board” to inspire students with the 

many ways the St. Louis River is vital 

to our community.

During one week in May, about 1,500 

6th graders converge at the DECC 

and on the Vista Fleet for an epic 

educational adventure.  The students 

visit 10-12 learning stations provided 

by industries, agencies, and nonprofits 

about the interrelated ecological, 

industrial, commercial, and recreational 

aspects of the river. 

WLSSD has participated in River 

Quest since the beginning in 1993—

nearly 30 years! Our staff describe 

the wastewater treatment process 

using hands-on demonstrations 

including a microscope to view the 

real workers at WLSSD, our friends the 

microorganisms!  

Students get to witness microbes 

as they slurp up nutrients from 

wastewater and help break down the 

tiny bits of suspended solids. During 

each 10-minute session (with about 

20 small groups of students each 

day), we aim to demonstrate how dirty 

water is cleaned and describe the 

important role WLSSD plays in keeping 

the St. Louis River and Lake Superior 

swimmable and fishable. 

Catch a virtual glimpse of our 

presentation on the River Quest 

website, or visit here (https://vimeo.

com/552008207).

We all send wastewater down the 

drain when we flush our toilets, take 

a shower, and wash dishes. Where 

it goes, and what happens to it, is 

something we might not like to think 

about. The 6th graders at River Quest 

get the full juicy scoop on where their 

wastewater goes and how it gets 

cleaned up so the water can be safely 

returned to the river—keeping the 

river thriving and at the heart of our 

community.

Learn more at St. Louis River Quest 

(stlouisriverquest.org) or contact 

stlouisriverquest@gmail.com to donate 

or volunteer.  

Back on the St. Louis River 
in 2022

A student scientist poses with an image of a live 
suctorian (protozoa) at about 40x magnification.
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RECYCLE YOUR FOOD SCRAPS

• Keep a container near the kitchen sink. 

• Line the container with a compostable bag 

(available for free at most drop sites) with 

the Biodegradable Products Institute logo. 

• Fill with food scraps—from prep, plate 

scraping, fridge clean-out....

• Drop full bags off at a Food Scrap Drop Site.

FOOD SCRAP DROP SITES

YARD WASTE COMPOST SITE 

27th Ave W & the Waterfront

Free bags available from staff

 WLSSD Locations available during regular 
facility hours. Check wlssd.com for hours.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS  
WASTE FACILITY
27th Ave W & the Waterfront

Free bags available from staff

MATERIALS RECOVERY 
CENTER
Rice Lake & Ridgeview Roads

Free bags available from staff

CHESTER CREEK CAFÉ
1902 E. 8th St.

Free bags inside café

WILLARD MUNGER INN
7408 Grand Ave.

Free bags available from staff

LAKE SUPERIOR COLLEGE
W-building parking lot at

2101 Trinity Rd.

 Free compostable bags also available 
at WLSSD’s Administrative Office, 
2626 Courtland Street, Duluth

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH
2501 Woodland Avenue

Free bags inside church office during 
open hours

YMCA @ ESSENTIA WELLNESS 
CENTER
4289 Ugstad Road, Hermantown

Free bags at Member Services desk

Check out our new site in Lakeside!

pile for a hot-n-healthy spring startup. 

First, save up carbon for the long cold 

season. Popular carbon sources (also 

known as “browns”) include leaves and 

dried grass clippings. Store enough 

carbon so that you can add “browns” 

to the pile in about equal volume as 

vegetative (“greens”) material with 

each deposit. You may choose to have 

a compost set up with built-in carbon 

storage bin, or simply keep a few bags 

of leaves at the ready.

Be sure you have the capacity to add 

material during the winter months. This 

might mean emptying all the finished 

compost from the bottom of the pile 

at the end of the growing season to 

free up space. Then proceed as usual, 

adding the “green” vegetative scraps 

from the kitchen and covering with a 

blanket of “browns”. Winter composting 

requires maintaining access, so keep a 

path clear of snow. 

Cutting your “greens” into smaller 

pieces will give more surface area for 

decomposition when they eventually 

thaw and may buy some valuable time. 

Place the pile in a sheltered, sunny 

area to help with heat retention; some 

composters find black bins or covers 

encourage the temperatures to climb 

faster. As spring creeps in, monitor your 

pile for moisture as it likely dried out 

during the winter. Add enough water 

so the thawed material is universally 

damp but not wet. Stir the pile once or 

twice a week to aerate it as soon as you 

are able. Stirring ensures the microbes 

have the needed oxygen to break the 

material down and helps perk them 

from their dormancy. 

With a little planning and an open heart, 

northern composters can make the 

most of chilly circumstances.

At WLSSD, our large-scale compost piles 

are actively composting 24/7, year-

round. The carefully crafted windrows 

are aerated to provide microbes plenty 

of oxygen throughout the pile, and 

temperatures soar up to 160 °F even 

in the bleakest of cold snaps. High 

temperature composting means we 

can also accept meat, bones, and dairy 

products that don’t belong in a backyard 

pile. 

Residents can participate in our drop 

site program (see below) anytime, 

steward their own compost piles, or 

use both approaches. The rich results 

enliven both soils and spirits.  

Radical 
Acceptance... 

Don’t forget to store your winter carbon before 
the snow flies. These“browns” should be stored 
near the compost pile for easy access.

LAKE SUPERIOR BREWING
5324 E. Superior St..
Dumpster located on west side near  
Lakewalk.

continued from page 1



4 TIPS FOR 
BETTER
RECYCLING

Flatten as many of your containers 

as possible to save space and make 

transporting recyclables more efficient.

Don’t put plastic bags in your household 

recycling bin. Use paper bags to collect 

recycling since the bag can be recycled 

with other paper.

Rinse containers and remove caps from 

glass bottles.

Shop wisely. Buy reusable, returnable and 

recyclable items. Buy items made from 

recycled material.
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Reusing and repurposing are fantastic ways to score a great 

deal, obtain quality items on a budget, and keep good stuff 

out of the landfill.  Check out Western Lake Superior Sanitary 

District’s two free reuse programs that prevent waste by 

offering folks the opportunity to take – for FREE – useful items 

others have discarded. 

The Product Reuse Center is Lincoln Park’s thrifty and 

sustainable do-it-yourself supply resource.  Unwanted paints, 

household cleaners, and more find a second life at the Product 

Reuse Center, located in the WLSSD Household Hazardous 

Waste (HHW) Facility at 27th Ave W and the Waterfront. 

Residents age 18 or older are welcome to shop once each day 

the HHW Facility is open and can take a maximum of 5 items 

for personal use. 

Over the hill, the Reuse Area at WLSSD’s Materials Recovery 

Center (MRC) is the place to get a great deal (free is awesome) 

on durable goods like furniture, sporting equipment, building 

supplies, and more. WLSSD limits access to the Reuse Area 

to customers who are also visiting the MRC for its primary 

purpose— disposal and recycling. Check in with the attendant 

at the gate about your items for disposal and let them know 

you’d also like to shop. They’ll provide instructions for getting 

to the right bins or piles for your disposal task, and a waiver to 

sign for the Reuse Area. After dropping off your “waste,” park 

in the designated Reuse parking area, and then start shopping. 

Additional waivers and the waiver collection box are located at 

the furniture building. Each person can take up to 2 items. 

The MRC is a busy place with lots of customer traffic and 

heavy equipment in constant use. Once past the cashier 

building, reuse shoppers need to park out of the driving lane, 

leave pets IN the vehicle, and keep kids immediately close at 

hand. Staff is on hand to answer questions and direct shoppers 

to what they are searching for, whether it be a bathroom sink 

or a retro ceiling fan. Items really do change daily!

The practice of reuse conserves resources and the valuable 

energy needed to produce and transport new goods. It’s easy 

to play a part in the reuse revolution by buying durable, quality 

items when new is needed, then shopping used or “shopping” 

WLSSD’s reuse programs to get the job done. The 3 Rs of the 

reuse lifestyle- repair, repurpose, and recirculate- may just be 

your new mantra.  

Reuse Rules! 
Staff carry some “good stuff” over to the MRC Reuse Area  on Ridgeview Road.

The HHW Product Reuse Center features an entire room dedicated to 
latex paint of all sheens and colors.

Why buy new when you can get it used for free?



CARLTON CO. FACILITIES

W E ST E R N  L A K E  S U P E R I O R  S A N I TA RY  D I ST R I CT

FACILITY HOURS
For holiday hours or questions,

Visit wlssd.com or call

the WLSSD Hotline at 218.722.0761

Household Hazardous
Waste Facility

27th Ave West & Courtland Street

Materials Recovery 
Center

Corner of Rice Lake &  

Ridgeview Roads

YEAR-ROUND HOURS
Tuesday   9am - 4pm
Wednesday  9am - 4pm
Thursday   9am - 4pm
Friday   9am - 4pm
Saturday   9am - 4pm
Sunday, Monday   Closed

YEAR-ROUND HOURS
Thursday   9am - 4pm
Friday   9am - 4pm
Saturday   9am - 4pm
Sunday - Wednesday  Closed

Yard Waste 
Compost Site

27th Ave West & Courtland Street

For rural recycling shed locations and hours, visit 
co.carlton.mn.us/254/Recycling-in-Carlton-County
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R e s i d e n t i a l  p r i c e s  a re  l i s t e d .  N o n - re s i d e n t i a l  c u s t o m e rs  c a l l  21 8 . 72 2 . 3 3 3 6  fo r  p r i c i n g .

Mixed waste . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22/cu yd
Microwaves . . . . . . . 1 free per day, $5 each add’l
Appliances . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5 each
Tires*. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 free per day, $3 each add’l
Household Electronics. . . . . . $15, 12, 9, 2 or FREE
Recyclables, fluorescent bulbs, metal . . . . FREE
SEE FULL LISTING AT WLSSD.COM

*other prices apply for larger commercial & off-road tires

Paint products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FREE
Rechargeable batteries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FREE
Used oil and filters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FREE
Chemicals and pesticides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FREE
Fluorescent bulbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FREE

Grass, leaves, garden debris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FREE
Brush and branches. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10/cu yd
Dirt and sod (3 cu yd limit) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10/cu yd

Garden Green® compost also available for purchase

MID-APRIL THROUGH MID-NOVEMBER
Friday   9am - 4 pm
Saturday   9am - 4 pm
Sunday    9am - 4 pm
Monday - Thursday   Closed

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
FACILITY
1950 Hwy 210, Carlton

Household hazardous waste accepted at  
no charge from residents.

Open May - October 8, 2022
Due to staffing issues, open select Tuesdays from 
8:30 AM to 3:00 PM.  Please call in advance or check 
the Carlton County Zoning & Environmental Services 
Facebook page.

TRANSFER STATION
1950 Hwy 210, Carlton
218-879-9089

 
Solid/demolition waste, appliances, electronics, tires and 
brush accepted for a fee from Carlton County residents. 

Construction and demolition waste accepted 
Wednesdays only; mixed waste not accepted on 
Wednesdays.

Summer hours - April 1 to October 31
Monday - Friday  8:30 am - 4 pm
Saturday               8:30 am - 1 pm

NO CURBSIDE
RECYCLING?

Look for recycling information in your town or city 

newsletter or at wlssd.com. You’ll find convenient 

recycling drop-off centers near you.

Bring these items to a recycling drop-off center.

• PLASTIC (household bottles, tubs, jugs, jars and lids)

• GLASS  (food and beverage bottles and jars)

• METAL (food and beverage cans)

• NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES  ( including glossy inserts)

• OFFICE PAPER (letter, copier, notebook and computer paper)

• BOXBOARD AND PASTEBOARD (cereal,  soda and pasta boxes)

• CORRUGATED CARDBOARD (clean, free of oil  and food)

CANOSIA

DULUTH TWP 

FREDENBERG 

GRAND LAKE 

LAKEWOOD 

MIDWAY

NORTH STAR

RICE LAKE

SOLWAY



Recycled paper made with 10% post-consumer waste, 
processed chlorine-free

A newsletter about solid waste and wastewater treatment within the Western 
Lake Superior Sanitary District, published for residents of the WLSSD service area. 
Comments and questions are welcome at re-news@wlssd.com or 218.722.3336. 
WLSSD provides award-winning wastewater treatment and solid waste management 
for a 530-square-mile service area in St. Louis and Carlton counties. 

WESTERN LAKE SUPERIOR SANITARY DISTRICT 
2626 Courtland Street 
Duluth, MN 55806-1894 
218.722.3336 
wlssd.com 

RE NEWS

Lakeside residents now have convenient access to a food scrap 

drop site thanks to site host Lake Superior Brewing, 5324 E 

Superior St, Duluth. Find the blue food scrap bin perched on the 

edge of the parking lot nearest the Lakewalk. The blue bin has 

a small “Organics” label affixed to it and a larger, A-frame style 

sign marking its location.

Residents in the Western Lake Superior Sanitary District 

can save money and reduce the amount of waste going to 

the landfill by recycling food scraps. Food waste in landfills 

produces methane, a potent greenhouse gas. Food scraps that 

are carefully composted produce a natural, humus-like product 

that is a valuable soil amendment.

Compost your own scraps in a backyard bin, or leave the 

dirty work to WLSSD at our large-scale compost operation. 

To get started composting with us, collect kitchen scraps in 

Biodegradable Products 

Institute (BPI)-certified 

compostable bag. Bags 

can be purchased in 

the neighborhood from 

Marshall Hardware, or 

locally at most grocery and big box retailers. WLSSD offices and 

facilities also offer a few bags at time for no charge. 

Anything that is or was edible can be put into the bag, plus 

such kitchen classics as napkins, paper towels, bare wood stir 

or kabob sticks, and coffee filters. WLSSD requires that any 

other food packaging products or accessories are BPI certified. 

This guarantees that every bit of the product truly does break 

down, keeping unwanted plastics, resins, or coatings out of our 

finished Garden Green® compost.

Watch our Facebook page for announcements about the Lake 

Superior Brewing drop site grand opening event, and check out 

wlssd.com for the full list of food scrap drop site acceptable 

materials.   

Food Scrap Drop Site 
Returns to Lakeside

Have a question?
Email your question to
re-news@wlssd.com or

contact us at wlssd.com

Q&A
Lake Superior Brewing hosts community bin

I bought a small helium tank at a craft store to 
blow up balloons for an event. It’s empty. What 
do I do with it now?

We hope the event was a smashing success. Your helium 

tank might be empty but your party-tank ought to be 

topped up nicely.

Disposal of these small, single use tanks is easier than you 

might think. First, check the label to see if the manufacturer 

or supplier has a take-back program. It isn’t common, but 

it’s a good start.

Next, some scrap metal buyers will accept empty, non-

refillable helium tanks for recycling. Contact the scrap 

metal buyers directly to learn how to prepare the tank 

for recycling with them. Small tanks are not accepted in 

curbside recycling.

If recycling options aren’t available or convenient, you may 

dispose of these tanks in the trash. Release any remaining 

helium from the tank and remove the nozzle if possible. 

Contact your local hauler for more information.

Large, commercial grade tanks must be returned to 

compressed gas retailers. Contact them directly to make 

arrangements.  


