
 
 
Board Members Present: Laura Ness, Rob Schilling, Dave Manderfeld, Julene Boe, Paul 
Thomsen, Jim Aird, and Jack Ezell and Loren Lilly 
 
Board Members Absent: Marcia Podratz 
 
Staff Present: Cathy Remington, Marianne Bohren, Julie Macor, Carrie Clement, AJ Axtell, and 
Lauri Amundson 
 
Chair Ness called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. p.m. 
 

1. Approval of Consent Agenda Items 
a. Regular Board minutes dated September 25, 2023 
b. Board Member vouchers for the month of September 
c. Payment vouchers dated September 20, 2023, to October 17, 2023 

 
MOTION: Member Aird to approve the Consent Agenda Items 
 
SECOND: Member Thomsen 
 
DISCUSSION: None 
 
RESULT: The motion passed unanimously 
 

2. New Business Items for Discussion and Approval 
Approval of RFP #1476 for Sappi Storage Basin Assessment 
Brandon Kohlts discussed the 1.5-million-gallon storage basin located at Sappi.  
In 1976 the original basin was installed.  In 1997 a HDPE liner was installed.   
Renovations were made most recently in 2006 including replacement of the liner 
and sealing around the mixers and inlet/outlet ballast. Brandon discussed the need 
to do an evaluation of this basin to determine what future improvements may be 
necessary.  
   
The Operations & Planning Committee recommends that the WLSSD Board 
of Directors approve entering into a contract with H.R. Green for assessment 
phase engineering services associated with the Cloquet Storage Basin Project 
in an amount not to exceed $76,000.00. 

 
MOTION: Member Aird to approve Bid #1476 to H.R. Green for assessment 
 
SECOND: Member Ezell 
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DISCUSSION: None 
 
RESULT: The motion passed unanimously 
 

Approval of Construction Phase Professional Services Amendment for 
Carlton Pump Station  
Brandon Kohlts discussed additional construction engineering services required 
due to some of the complexities encountered with the Carlton Pump Station 
Replacement Project.  This includes addressing historical equipment and 
contamination buried on the property, electrical equipment delays, and issues with 
construction. 
 
The Operations & Planning Committee recommends that the WLSSD Board 
of Directors approve amending the construction engineering contract with 
Short Elliot Hendrickson for construction phase engineering services 
associated with the Carlton Pump station Reconstruction Project not to 
exceed $290,107.00. 
 

MOTION: Member Thomsen to approve the amendment for Carlton Pump Station 
 
SECOND: Member Lilly 
 
DISCUSSION: None 
 
RESULT: The motion passed unanimously 
 

3. Committee Reports 
a. Committee of the Whole – there was no meeting in October.  
b. Finance – The Finance minutes from the October meeting were reviewed; the 

next Finance Meeting is scheduled for November 21, 2023 
c. Operations & Planning – the minutes from the October meeting were reviewed; 

the next meeting is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, November 15, 2023  
d. Personnel – there was a closed personnel committee meeting in October.  The 

next meeting is scheduled for 11:30 on November 21, 2023 and will be combined 
with the Finance committee meeting 

e. Legislative – there was no meeting in October. There is a legislative meeting 
scheduled for November 14. 

f. Board Governance – there was no meeting in October. There is Board 
Governance meeting scheduled for November 14 in combination with the 
Legislative meeting. 

g. Board Member Comments – none 
 

4. Executive Director Reporting 
a. Communications 

AJ Axtell reviewed the communications for the month of October.  



 
  

b. Monthly Financials 
Cathy Remington reviewed the financials for the month of October.  The details 
of the financials are generally included here and I will let Cathy summarize. 

 
c. NPDES 

Julie Macor discussed the NPDES for October.  
 

 
5. Legal Counsel – no report 

 
6. Executive Session – none 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:48 p.m. 
 
 
              
Recording Secretary      Laura Ness, Board Chair 
 
 
 
              
        Rob Schilling, Board Secretary 

 


